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Project Overview
Habitats & Heritage is commissioning a short-form, three-part educational documentary series aimed at secondary school students aged 11–18. Each episode will run for 15–20 minutes and explore the lives and legacy of Sir Richard Francis Burton, Lady Isabel Burton, and the unique tent-shaped mausoleum they share in Mortlake, Southwest London.
Episode Breakdown
1. Sir Richard Francis Burton
· From birth to death: key moments, achievements, controversies
· Exploration, colonial intelligence work, academic legacy
· Contextualised within Victorian society and global politics
2. Lady Isabel Burton
· Her life story, literary and social contributions
· Her role in shaping Burton’s legacy
· Victorian gender roles and societal expectations
3. The Mortlake Mausoleum
· Origins and construction
· Architectural features, contents, and public purpose
· Cultural and historical significance
Each episode should present a clear narrative arc and include a mix of talking head interviews, newly filmed footage, archival material (footage, photographs, documents) and stills and artefacts.
The tone should be visually engaging and accessible, in the style of Channel 4 or National Geographic documentaries but tailored to a younger audience.
The series must balance celebration with critical reflection. Where relevant, it should engage with colonialism, racial attitudes, and problematic legacies. The Burtons’ contributions to academia, literature, and cultural understanding should also be highlighted as a counterweight. All of this should be contextualised by the broader Victorian worldview and its impact.
Habitats & Heritage will provide:
· Access to new research done by H&H: oral histories, papers, and articles
· Connections to relevant individuals for interviews
· Access to artefacts related to the Burtons and the mausoleum
Production Team Responsibilities
· Collaborate with H&H to develop and storyboard the narrative
· Organise and conduct interviews and filming
· Assist in sourcing archival material
· Edit and complete all post-production tasks
· Deliver final subtitled documentaries suitable for online viewing
Deliverables
1. Three subtitled documentary episodes (15–20 mins each)
2. Format suitable for online streaming and educational use
3. All raw and edited footage delivered to H&H
Submission Requirements
Interested production companies should submit:
· Links to previous relevant work
· Team bios
· Proposed creative approach
· Budget breakdown and use of funds

Start Date: 1 November 2025
Final Delivery: 31 March 2026
Premiere: Grand viewing event followed by online release via H&H’s YouTube channel
Rights & Credits: Habitats & Heritage will retain full rights to the final product. The production company will be fully credited and may showcase the films in their portfolio
