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1.Summary
This report is an overview of the Cran#25alley C
Data for this evaluation have been drawn fr om:
T Groundworkds information about grants made ai
T H&HOGs records of |l iaison with groups and parf
T Twencage studies of projects completed or in |
bel ow
Themes from the data and key | earning points inc

T The Community Fund enables community groups
harnessing the commitment oftacommewniecamem t o i
and to engage volunteers.

T The applicattoront pe oCemimbounyg Faonbsei ngpelneeraand vy

acces sSiobmeegroups requested detailed support
reporting requirements.

f OQur focus on site visits and joining in al onq
groups |l ast year were delighted with the per:
invol vement can give greater insights into t|

T Communi batt iwemr n hgreewems i mportant in focussing

Smarter Water Catchment t hemes.

f The Community Fund can be a starting point f
and it can be af ugnadtienwga ywittohiont hoerr out si de t he
Progra@mgnposting to alternative funding is

T There is cornntoirnwiomgi mgeadvi th communities wher
organi sed goobpsl dndhe capacity -odr ygd ugprsed N
of the catchment and neglected stretches of

2.Groufpsndeendd grants made

A full l'ist of groups funded with amounts and su
25 randditfof er ent organi sations


mailto:stephen@habitatsandheritage.org.uk
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Ealing
Harr ow

Hi Il lingdon
Hounsl| ow
Ri chmond
Cro®®rough
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Thbenefit2shobdtjfewreded -2 ah0ODb4e categorised under t
some projects cover more than one theme:

Creating/enhancing habitat 15
Promoting health and wellbeing 11
Promoting community engagement 8
Raising awareness and support 4
Reducing pollution/improving water quality 3
Developing partnership resilience and capacity 1
Improving water flow 1
Protecting heritage 1
Reducing flood risk 1

Patterns of funding were as below, comparing fig

2024/ 2 2023/ 2
Number of projects 25 18
TotGrlane Valley gra A48, 65 A33, 05
Mini mum grant made | A68D A9 1
Maxi mum grant made] A2,99 A2, 0
Total match fundi ng( A4, 85 A7, 8
Total project expe.l t b A40, 92
Total in kind fundi A37, t b

3.Devel opment of organi.sations and projects

H&H has been
from promoti o
organi sations
described und

engaged with community projects at
n of t hfeunsdqeehdemect ® ard i devegl of ment
0 capacTheyapfasbriu tlyadrignegr a nado takvaet |i uvaetsi. o
er .headings as bel ow

3.Engaging commanitgegroups

Contact with groups has beenetfhphbaeaghhprpewshe)t ess
medi a and quaomeuimeeynMgsehagse bequested by grou
to advertamdk telveyntlsa vteo bpereonmoutsee dr el evant funding
consultations beyond the Crane Valley Partnershi

A database of groups is maintained and frequentl
names and community gr oupTshenreew!layr e8&mi ge & tolo yn ott H e



dat abase (sgmeuaseosubarger organisations), the
at the stzad4ab d2 B92Bebruary 2024.

The quarterarye naenetoipnpgostr t uni ty for groups to shar
activities and tbdMekbetangsabave bebkberattended by r
di fferent groups and niThleerme elmead ecaldeeaess or ot her
present emle eattt ntghse

f Sustrianesentation on access audit

T Business engagementila@@Alcor porate 1| inks

T Thamed EMPOWER grants presentation and promot

T Take Me To The River and LT pBr edsoeumtsdtoiwonwor k on

T Smarter WatericOampahmesmins bet ween Crand Vall ey
Rosi e Nel son, Thames Water

1T CartogfiMphph training

Groups have r ai siend tvhae ioonulsi neslsmeeeshgnmaki ng | i nks
Boroughs about access and Local Pl ans, water gqua
sharing equipment such as bat detredteaxcrts ,modduvelrarp
fundfionrg proj ect s.

Groups also follow up issues by email, for examp
T I'nsurance and banking

T Training for volunteers, e.g. i n species i deé
f Policies and constitutions

f Organising bat wal ks, equipment | oans

T Queries about the Community Fund or other f ul

3.%isit to projects and support on site

Visits to projects give an opportunity to |l ook i
are a way of recognising and affirming the work
barr Densails of visits are in the Appendi x bel ow.

Themes fr om etihgeh ppveiespietcst st:o

Groufposcusa wariety of benefidgpedined undd migt doriiondg veerr (

water quality, controlling invasive species, rai
school s, physical access (paths etc-peiamgdicati on
i tter

Community groups collectively have a great wealt
i ssues for the catchment. People have benefited
Cartographer and ZSL.

There are clear Iinks between theffflercdijnwdgosensd Vv
exampl e wietwh t whoil sh t hey coul d undertake tasks n
Recruiting enough volunteers is an issue for sev
especially facebook groups. Funding was used for
hel ped with recruitment.
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e opportunity to make a second application in
preciated.

3.86ommunity Fund Applications and Monitoring

H&H has promoted the Community Fund through the
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d email newsl etters; also through a wider H&H
d Houns!| ow.

edback from groups on site visits was that t he
nitproagsismpraeamedd i s. heTwd u¢groups needed det ai l

nitoring and Qme @rfouphes pwpgasatled t hat budget i
may be easier to work with an excel spreadshe
d darhiet eri a are cl ear. We noted that there can
undary where it meets the tidalgilfbames and t hi
oups particularly needed support for the thiro
cause the window for applications and project
ant amount wpeplioatéeassedwere opened also to gr
en awar ded f-2:mWea nagorntna 2t0dd ei ghteen groups in
promote the fund as well as promoting to al/l
tailed help to some groups on commurmirtgyetfiunrmgd a
plications to Smarter Water Catchment prioriti
e third round was very positive, resulting in
nded. An example of indiuvupdHatrewpPRbver swas$r ts
rrow Heritage Trust, who were making their fir
volving volunteers experienced in water qualit

3.Banking arsrangement

me mmuni tydagrodupyset have their own bank account
thout charge to the group of holding funds on
voices relevant to the Community Fund projects
d provedeonopdatount mowenkernitesnnds Grfo uHasmpt on He

Hatton Fields and Hat herop Park and Oak Avenue.



4 Appenddrxaane Vall ey GrantsTwemmunfoiiwe FmBnfiunded by tae2€hbxmunity Fund
L . . . _ i Grant
Organisation Project Title Borough Short project description Benefits awarded
Sunshine of Hounslow Care and Repair Allotment Hounslow Training sessm;\r;;s?g reducing food Promoting health and wellbeing M HZXZAn
Friends of the River Crane New and replacement kingfisher nesting . - . ) .
. Creat h habitat
Environment (FORCE) banks Richmond Kingfisher banks reating/enhancing habita M HXZAOnN
Friends of Hatton Fields Community allotment Hounslow Youpg people access to space fpr Creating/enhancing habitat M MXZyoO
growing and environmental learning
London Wildlife Trust Tree work anq repla_cement metal plate on Richmond Thinning tree cover Creating/enhancing habitat M HXZAOnN
a nature trail post in Crane Park Island
Frien fH M i i itori . L i ion/i i
ends of Headstone Manor Water Quality & Pollution Monitoring at Harrow Extend riverfly monitoring Reducing pollqun{umprovmg M CCAc
Park Headstone Manor Park water quality
Dwecno\r;oehrlﬂ (DSXSI\?)D ment 4 Neighborhood Reuvitilization Project Ealing Outdoor activities for young people Promoting health and wellbeing M HXZAOnN
Friends of Yeading Walk Building a Sustainable Volunteer Harrow Expand volunteering programme Promoting health and wellbein CT (¢
9 Community for Yeading Walk P g prog 9 g M
Gurseva Our community, our green spaces Hounslow Involve voluntee_rs in maintenance of Improvmg public access and/or M MZcop
fruit trees site connectivity
Pevensey Road Green Gym Wildflower Meadow Improvements Richmond Scything and care of wildflower Creating/enhancing habitat M MZdcC
Rangers meadow
HounslowVHO (Tj;?e(é:)snservanon Heathland Restoration Hounslow | Increase heathland, removing scrub Creating/enhancing habitat M MZY ¢
Friends of Meadway Orchard Reset of the group and rep_lacement of Richmond Replace tools an_d promote Creating/enhancing habitat M MZdd
worn out tools and equipment. volunteering
Promoting health and wellbeing
Creative People and Places River Crane Exhibition _Engagement Events Hounslow Walks and promoting exhibition Raising awareness and support M HEAnN
Hounslow and Publication Promoting community
engagement
Carib and Co Brunch Carib and Co Crane Valley Walk, Cycle & Cross- Outdoor activities for black and . :
. .. . . Promoting health and wellbeing M HXZNOn
Community Interest Company Brunch Event borough minority ethnic people, cycling, art
Promoting health and wellbeing
Friends of Headstone Manor | Provision of Equipment for Children & Adult Bat detectors, Field Studies Council | Raising awareness and support
Harrow . . ; M MZXZpn
Park Nature themed events guides etc Promoting community
engagement
Protecting heritage
London_Borough Qf H|I_I|ngdon - Tools for maintenance at Cranford Park Hillingdon Replace and increase tools for Promoting h_ealth and we_llbemg M METY
Hillingdon Libraries volunteers Promoting community
engagement
Reducing pollution/improving
. Remotely Monitor the water quality on the Equipment for continuous water water quality
Harrow Rivers Group headwaters of the River Crane Harrow quality monitoring Creating/enhancing habitat momeop
Raising awareness and support

Jup



Organisation

Project Title

Borough

Short project description

Benefits

Grant
awarded

Pevensey Road Green Gym
Rangers

Pond Enhancement Project

Hounslow

Planting, ephemeral ponds

Reducing pollution/improving
water quality
Creating/enhancing habitat
Promoting community
engagement

M HZdG

Hounslow Heath Green Gym

Information/ Visitor Centre Planters Project

Hounslow

New planters at visitor centre

Creating/enhancing habitat
Promoting health and wellbeing
Promoting community
engagement

M HZ®G

Friends of Hanworth Park
House

Hanworth Air Park Biodiversity Project -
Winter 2025

Hounslow

Conservation education - workshops

Creating/enhancing habitat
Raising awareness and support
Promoting community
engagement

M HXZYM

Creative Spaces London

Growing For The Future - Community
Urban Greening Project

Hounslow

Garden craft workshops and outdoor
parks gardening

Creating/enhancing habitat
Promoting health and wellbeing
Promoting community
engagement

M HZOM

Gurseva

Access to corporate volunteering in the
Crane Valley

Hounslow

Engage business in conservation

Improving public access and/or
site connectivity
Promoting health and wellbeing
Promoting community
engagement

M HXZYPp

Woodlarks & Waders

Monitoring wildlife activity in waterways and
surrounding areas

Hillingdon

Bat detectors, wildlife camera,
involve volunteers

Creating/enhancing habitat
Improving water flow
Improving public access and/or
site connectivity

M MX2n0n

Friends of Meadway Orchard

Holding a public Activity Workshop
involving willow weaving to promote the
work of the group and attract new
volunteers.

Richmond

Willow weaving workshops

Creating/enhancing habitat
Promoting health and wellbeing
Promoting community
engagement

M MZpn

Hampton Heath Friends

Habitat Management (Equipment and
Insurance), and Rustic Seating and Signing

Richmond

Tools, seating, signage, increased
volunteer numbers

Creating/enhancing habitat
Improving public access and/or
site connectivity
Promoting community
engagement

M HXZO0oY

Heston Action Group

Flood resilience in urban areas

Hounslow

Private gardens awareness with
young people, including de-paving
and flood mitigation

Developing partnership
resilience and capacity
Creating/enhancing habitat
Reducing flood risk

M MZnAn




5. Appendi x: Case-282tbudi es 2024

5. Pevensey Road GreeMagy@d4dRamgerehruary 2025
The Pevensey Road Green Gym Rangers were initial
Since 2006, theyrhgawmd shkeede v od usndlefer group wor ki n
Council 6s Lampton Countryside Rangers. Their wee
t@0 people, with some members having been invol\
The group tend to the Pevensey Road Nature Reser
woodl ands, ponds and wildfl ower meadows. They ha
trees to thrive, and have also planted piewkionegs.
day at the orchard, where the community gathers
juice I n addition to this, they carry out regul
site. They have also createidgmsage ptthumewsgh detn cthlees
Their work has been recognised widely, with thei
London LOOP wal k.
The groupods efforts bring benefits not only to t
The Pevensey Green Gym Rangers have created ar es
|l oggeries, as well as removing invasimg 8petctes
to the group in 2024, a | ocal butterfly expert n
been doing in clearing parts of the woodland has
speciesd populations. This fluuttihem tho glhddé aglhtisi d d
the i mportance of working in harmony with natur e
The group used the second round of the 2024/ 25 C
new tools and equi pment for the volunteers, i ncl
litter pickers, and personal pr ot eicctaitvieo ne gpuriopcheesr
to be straightforward, and mentioned that the se¢€
compl ete than previous ones.
During a tea and fl apjack break after a morning
riversi de, one of the volunteers shared that the
the group. With up to 20 volunteers ast tadnd dbiwregl e ¢
everyone to get involved in tasks.
The Pevensey Road Green Gym Rangers applied for
the 2024/ 25 Community Fund to support their workKk
reserve. Their aim is to improve theg htarbeietsatt o n
all ow more sunlight to reach the water, removing
creating dead hedges with coppiced willow. The h
ponds so they remain undistur e gy odugpg P | arn sp & wp
the ponds deeper to increase water retention anoc
amphi bians by adding stones, shingle and | ogs.
The group used this round of funding to purchase
wader s, habitat 1 mprovement materials including
and a new First Aid kit. They al sor pumdhtaed int
ponds, providing information on the importance o
support.

Jus



The main challenge the g
rainfall caused river | e
made the ponds inaccessi
the planned conservation w

p faced during this p
s to rise and areas &

rou
vel
bl e or dangengusofmer of he
0

I i 5
Image of new path at the nature reserve which has Himalayan Balsam removed from the river Crane bank
been added to the London LOOP walk (taken on site visit 13/05/2024)

(taken on site visit 13/05/2024)

= 5

Des (Pevensey Rd Green Gym Rangers) and Andy
(Lampton Countryside Team) posing with the new tools
purchased with the Community Fund

(taken on site visit 10/01/2025)

Image of some of the new tools purchased with the
Community Fund
(taken on site visit 10/01/2025)
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Image of one of the ephemeral ponds on Pevensey Rd
Nature Reserve. Coppicing had taken place at this pond
previously as part of the project.

(taken on site visit 10/01/2025)
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Image of one of the dead hedges made with coppiced
willow. This hedge directs people to stick to the path,
protecting the pond.

(taken on site visit 10/01/2025)
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Volunteers working to clear one of the meadows of
heather in Hounslow Heath

Meadow cleared of broom and gorse to allow heather to grow

5.Barrow Heritage Trust, Newton Farm Ecol ogy P

The Newton Farm Ecol ogy Park volunteers meet onc
to manage the site for biodiversity and peopl e.
dead hedges, keeping paths clear,adows,tiamgdand n
hosting events such as nature wal ks and an annua

Newt on Farm Ecol ogy Park hosts a wide range of r
areas of seating for people to enjoy, a healing

healing properties, and a range ot WValbléeytrees.

Community Fund for four different things: a spri
community events, pond reed management tool s, an
continue pollution monitoring in 2024.

The spring cut of the dry meadow was done to i mg
biodiversity in the park. Some areas had become

t  Jumn



hogweed and nettles. The cut and collect mowing

more plant diversity in the meadow.

Four community events were funded, comprising of
The funding provided | eaflets and promotional ms
useful for increasing peopleds intenestsin e S
management, as well as recruiting more volunteer
The | ong handled pond reed cutter purchased has
mi ddl e and sides of the pond, where previously t
out . More pond surface i's now expa@asaeld moao et he sun
bi odiverse pond. This also allows for park visit
the | ocal biodiversity.

Finally, water testing equipment was purchased t
pollution |l evels in the Yeading Brook East and R
Feedback on the application process to the Crane

5. Briends of Headstwanyz0Maheb) PARKEK

The Friends of Headstone Manor Park were set up
were interested in improving the biodiversity an
Harrow. Within that time, they have lacdhiiregred a n
creating wildfl ower gardens, installing | oggeri e
picking days, hol ding workshops and events, creas
fields, and doing riverside smode stiogn antge d Haesa das t Sir
Borough I mportance for Nature Conservation.
Currently, the group are focusing on flood contr
which were created in 2022 to prevent flooding d
repair a collapsed drain in onetdfe trtee nhaoidmuc.t i
water voles at Headstone Manor Park and are currtr
of Headstone Manor Park are also keen to create
tending to the Headstone Manor Museum gardens.

The group work with a number of different enviro
school children with disabilities have adopted &
and whips to secure the car park. rVaeyoal goalzi ing
The group used the Crane Valley Community Fund f
& crafts workshops for families. The aim of thes
park users. The funds were used toeptutschéasnetbqui
round of the 2024/ 25 Community Fund, the Friends
funding to continue these workshops, engaging f &
Their aim is to engage ar oundea8t0iOn gp etohpdier t2nh0r204du grt
600) with their various events including their g
included bug and bird box making workshops for f
pl ant pot decoratiintggi @and Dhédegraeu@mfadl actpwr chase
branded table ¢l ot hs, cases and batteries for th
digital mi croscope as well as materials for thei

t I dumm



successful, wi th most of them having sold out af
children who attended the bug hotel workshop wer
mot hers stating that they are a me eian wragatioveda
engaging ways.
The group had no issues with applying to the fur

Images 1 and 2: Loageries and wildflower areas created Image 3: Shrubs planted by Friends

for wildlife of Manor Park in playground area

Image of some of the ID sheets, bug hotels,
o Image of the bug hotels made by and branded table cloth pu.rchased with the
Imaqe e Gl children (with lots of involvement last round of 2024/25 funding
seating area
from parents as well!)

5.Butts Farm Working Together case study (visi
Butts Farm Pocket Park was started by 1| ocal resi
transform a local, dilapidated green space adj ac
could be used by Il ocal residents. 't fruna@W5 by E
This also involved creating a small allotment th
own food in.
Recently, engagement with the pocket park fromr
residents moving away, c¢children growing up, and
used the Crane Valley Community Fund toimake i mp
the park, such as replacing the cob oven, repair

t
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perenni al plants and fruit trees. They would al s
back the existing shrubs.

Their next project i
Crane and Longford r
in communication wit

this project

s to put in a sand path thro
ivers for walkers, cyclists
h FORCE, Ho un srloounp Goou npcriolg,r er

The group found the application process to the
however they had some issues with signing into t
guestions were repetitive.

AN 1

Image of the cob oven that is due to be replaced Image of table which will be re-tiled by R&G Metals in
Twickenham

5.6arib & Co Brunch Community Interest Company
Carib & Co Brunch Community Interest Company ar e
2021 to provide free healthy brunches to the | oc
particular, they aim to make wal ki ngniea srmiemo raintdy
men and women with disabilities. Their Dbrunches
di fferent groups from the | ocal community, inclu
and elderly people.
Since starting up, Carib & Co Brunch have engage
the NHS, Nandodés, and Headstone Manor Museum to
workshops, art projects, fun fitness classes, <co
a3 o connected with local charities and organisat
events are free, offering opportunities for al/l
social, fun, and well being activpeomlse Amdl ¢Wwona
incomes, such as helping out at foodbanks and ta

t I Jumo



i n in Harrow. The group are |l argely involved
Vi e experiences that the community desire. C
ut one of Carib & Cobs events dati vMitdtomraila Hal
akers talked about their | ife experiences: i
ir stories, itdés inspirational. I't offers opp
adcast their [wWome pheps &g eaalid wti tggr owi ng up wit
her o.

& Co Brunch used the Crane Valley Communit
k event; a project which aims to bring peop
ng, by exploring the Crane Vawhloeny.halvhee pr o]
isited the Crane Valley, to connect with
e talks. Their historical walks in partne
owcase a new point ofevaesw albl ¢ heo Craaren\
of their |l ocal area and its inhabitants,
y. These events also help to Iimprove peo
pportunitiesether. pEeptibath E£xemct heito
itive, with participants saying tF

Q S5 < TQ < @Q

i
S calm and community. Some partici
es sindeeclhiilddkelso cecch ashd etdh @ hbem t o rel i v

o
o
3
3
c
SO TS0

f their events included a tour of Headstone
from Mind in Harrow on the services they ca
heal t h. Afterwards, the attendees sEolbs @lvewuwt st h
on both themselves and the wider community:

Jer ome, 18, shared that fithe event today was
& Co Brunch], it shows they are able to swit ¢
people and different ageso.

Nina, 33, added fAitds nice to fi
|l earned some new facts today. |t
d for your ment al and physica

«Q
o
]

I n relation to a previous Butterfly WalKk
gela said that fAthere were people of di

connecting more with nature. Simon (the Db
ssabwme and helped us |l earn about nature
ce escape from the city as it was not i

tal ks tacl
|l ks are go«
ct in per s
tal ks] cr ¢

Jessica described how Carib & Co
connections amongst peopl e

soci al media so itoés good t
life, s$heabcgmpl i shments, a

The group found that the
and clear. They shared t
to them. Additionally, t |l ocal worlksthopgaitimaa

moreddamth understanding f how the application p
other groups about their projects, and to ask an

application to the Cran
hat the portal was usef U
he
o}



feedback from Groundwork was provided in good ti
project.

Bel ow are some i mages of their | atest events 1inc
bi ke ride.

W G |
Uil

At Headstone Manor Museum

Carib & Co Brunch Community bike ride
along the Crane

A b N = S

walk led by Black History Studies, followed y Nando’s Brunch after

=

Historical

5. Aanworth Air Park BiodivéNsivt 2 ORellm)j2@25 case
The Friends of Hanworth Park House were set up i
House and its surroundings.

The group used the Crane Valley Community Fund f
more evidence and understanding of the species a
park is a local conservation site caonrdditnhg ss opfr oijte
bi odiversity, to further protect the site and he
approach for the habitats that are present. The

one of the few groups in the @Qiaee.Vdahlisey ptroj mch
began with school pupils from the | ocal St . Mi ¢ h
grassland monitoring in the park as part of thei
The grant funded tools for monitoring, events, ¢
from biodiversity experts The group did two sur
bi odiversity and found a | arge npmbeesof Theaat wa
also a sighting of a kingfisher. The grant funde
survey the park. He predicted that there would |
speci es, having consulted thew!|l @sBHLOoObhidoadi Ber iug
the park March Cudweed (Gnaphalium uliginosum)

t F Aump



DT YD VWL O
o = c o o «Q -
— nw o -

_1
(1)
=]
o
(7]
o
—

- Th"TT LV T T T O MO 30 Qe T
(¢
=
n
(¢

O —TC T S O® TS Q®Q 53T O S5 T
OO0 T SO <o =" oo

- 0O — OO0 ™
o S>Snw —+To oo -

— 0 o -

o q4uv H
c o=
S-S < —xoO0

5
(9]
- o X o

o W
s c
[ORNO]

t ou
bio
wi t
and dat a

The group
have prefe
costs for
tools boug
wor k with

Do »”

o Qs -

o< O

o0 - O
(@)

pro
i mp
oj e
t h

i th

spe
par
Th
ng
h e

nd

| s
and

m—1
I B ¢ N |

> S5O O
® ® »n -

i ct, t
roved a
cts a
e Longf
L
c

0]

BH. An
ies th
k , and
ey woul

he old river to the o
i o jacobaea) & Cocksfo
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of dried and | ong grass
our regular ground nest.i
sl amd,s se .(dD.a ntt heo nri aar e etcau nL
previously identified anc
ignut (Conopodium majus) .

a new mowing regime in th
tting equipment to make t
up in Septembemr m2d@24.,asDr .l
nt species, the delicate
wn grassland meadow!

k Houseds events have inc
moth trap workshops and
Swi ft det ecttolres , r il wearn ean o
f the park. The Anabat Sw
bat species than in one L
on siure., Bhéigldufkcal @i i
he bat species on site. I
t Swifts, they recorded a
offt ddh elsiek dblay stt hsuch as tl
been roosting in Hanworth
The group hope that these
he new devel opment of the
|l ear that the parkoés diff
uding sheltereddforested
Y, Noctule bats were spot
ts pitch, demonstrating t
d decrease of food source

up found that t
ence was gather
gage t he ec awnmmun
ord ver in the park
ot her important aspect
at Iludvee drne a@thien gp asikgn d
installing a caf® to a
d also |Iike bring back

Drp. BJairgkg sS paenndc eArl,i sPohni IFur e, to s

par kos

the app
o0 have
had i nc
submit

biodiversity.

l'ication to the fund sl ig
sent an excel spreadsheet
reasetde dafstoe rt htehye ihra da ptpol irc
ted a second grant for ad

which was very informative.



The Friends of Hanworth Park House applied for &
Community Fund to run free talks and workshops o
done. They hosted 4 workshops | ed bnyd sipresce catlsi,st s
featuring experts such as Helen Greaves (Dept. o
ecol ogist), and Simon Charter (water fl owform ex
tal ks with practical activideesectingludhdgcrieaertr
fl owforms using casts. The workshops were well &
participants at each workshop. Both children and
adding that they were abl el toal elraodimuehs imby ea @ d
new practical skills. Although the grant had a
the workshops quickly thanks to their existing c
prior planning efforts.

T

e e v

Image of the rare harebell species at Hanworth air park, Image of areas left unmown for acid
picture taken by Sarah Houghton grassland species

Some of the species of plants include Image of a section of the Longford River
knapweed, pictured above at Hanworth Air Park where river
monitoring took place

t JumrT



Simon Charter demonstrating waterflow
at Hanworth Air Park

Waterflow casts purchased with the
Community Fund for workshops

5.Briends of Hatton FNevedmbems2024udy (20

The Friends of Hatton Fields work to protect anda
Terminal 4 and bordering the Duke of Northumber!/|
Houns!|l ow. The site-lieved S$IiNGQIidfi clammrcaauegdmd Bied tc |l a
l and.

The group previously received funding from the
awareness of their work and to promote community
of events. They continue to take parastiinngnomdrhd vy
bat walks in the next year. Additionally, they h
ecology survey of Hatton Fields. The ecol ogist &
In the future, they hope te obaengbssi knbwbddwger s
particularly as the current development plan on
management of the site for biodiversity enhancen
For this round of the Crane Valley Community Fun
grant to fund an all otment project for | ocal sch
increase young generationsd® apprsechatoioohbfdnahu
|l earn about food growing and biodiversity. The g
fencing to go around the plot. They also want toc
about the importance of edecomposition and detrit
he Friends of Hatton Fields were given a negl ec
they |l evelled out and are puttingfrnepdagteftant e
The group have engaged with Bedfonme®riamariyt who
provides a free opportunity for children from al
outside of school. The school are also |l ooking t
6greend science and geogr apshcyh osod s sciha nl sd,r ewh iccahn teh
for volunteering and participating in Friends o
Primary in their other work on Hatton Fields as
about wildlife antdheitoedaovlkeerss tfyr o@®ntehefschool at
training session |l ed by the ecologist so there i
monitoring.

t o Aumy



The group found the application process to the
straightforward, although they did encounter son
able to add in dates properly or | og in at ti mes
I n futur e, the Friends of Hatton Fields would 1
horses visit the fields for traditional | andscar
funding to pay for insurance and would | ike to o

5.Briends of Meadway Orchard case study (Decem

The Friends of Meadway Orchard formed in May 202
Orchard (Twickenham) and its surrounding green s
community. The group meets every Wednesday, with
eacshession. Originally known as Richmond Green G
OQut side and Learn (LGOAL), who coordinate acti vi
management pl an. LGOAL also olhfiierdi sg@gsssoanb &9cu
coppig¢i and supports soci al prescribing services
young peopl e. Many of the groupébés members first
remained involved for many years, creabivnggan in
peoplebdébs mental and physical well being.

The Friends Oofc hMeadwasyd the Crane Valley Communi
tools and equipment, inclshimdgs|l ampenas gagkdar s TI
id the tools were Afantasticbo, adding that t he
r k

toondccommodate new volunteers.

S a
w o

The new tools have also enabled the group to col
Team in cr ea+tai ndge sa gdnoagt eddi par ea for dogs to swim |
from accessing the river in otherciaddégs stimate mwad
voles have recently been reintroduced along part
provides an opportunity to educate dog owners ab

pollution. Using the new t oarldg,crtehaet &d i ae ndlesa do fh e\
some | aid hedges along the banks of the Duke of
towards the dog dip and prevents them from damag
i mproves sightlines into Kinpl| |l makiGamag diemss afmar tfoo
dog owners. The group coppiced trees to make st a
from the riverside to create the weaves. Additio
Nature Park and pkadyed ospsipngnigul bs r

The new gazebo allows the team t o -anteiertt s nmeadnn twe
members of the group wildl be identified by the p
spaces, promoting the group and its activities.



Jud n
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Images of the dead hedge created by Friends of Meadway Orchard along the Duke of Northumberland River

New rake used to clear an area in Mereway Nature Park,
purchased through the Community Fund

Volunteers working at the new dog dip in Kneller Gardens Volunteers laying a hedge using new equipment
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The Friends of Meadway Orchard at Kneller Gardens dog dip

10. Gurseva ca®ecsembdy 2024

seva i s-ledvalhuantigadegr which supports the homel e:
ironment with the aim of promoting wellbeing
cel s, run soup kitchens, and do emivires memt al
e planting.

seva applied to the Crane Valley Community Fu
i pment for tree planting at Bedfont Lakes Sou
moti onal materials. This includes fpowuning and
nting such as pickaxes, for ks, and spades, an
ied to the Year 2 round of the Community Fun
|l ow. Since then, their volunt edrhenyunmxeprescth a
ve up to 60 volunteers at their monthly ses
e to participate in tree planting activitie
to boost participati ons atnhdeiern cloauca alg eg rresesn dpe

d Bedfont Lakes Southside we

im Par Kk n
ocal community and Hounsl ow C
g
i

r
dance from the
he existi apple orchard @dn Bleadtont La

c ng and juicing events in the
ountrysid Team, t he Council s contract

ing Sophiads visit to the tree planting sessi

from Microsoft had joined for a corporate volunt
mentioned that they have been approachaems by seve

from Heathrow Airport, requesting volunteer days
additional funding from the Crane Valley Communi
volunteering opportunities. They bhosperes® sbnaeey
To ensure that both the | ocal community and corp
and engage with nature in their | ocal areas, Gur
individual volunteers as well as corporate teams

Gur

communi

sevabs tree ting project aims to promote
ti ting

trees that 1 mprove air o0



increase parti-bapatdi aotiwnwi naéesrelt also provides

only through raising environment al awareness but
as planting and pruning. The proljecal eqrceoainr agmeasc
as participants can take ownership of the trees
ongoing maintenance |ike pruning, weeding and wasa
opportunities for | ocal peoplei pantesphotredntelwatr
never visited the south side of Bedfont Lakes be
Gurseva faoapmldi dathieon process was simple to use a
send an application in a short timespan thanks t
meant we could coll aborate together with the inpg
-
-
N& o

Sophn, from Habitats & Heritage, and Satinder, from Sophia with a volunter diging hole r one of the

Gurseva, at the tree planting session at Bedfont Lakes pear trees

Image of the pear trees planted at Bedfont Lakes Southside

5.11.Crane Park | sl and v oflDuencteemebresr c2a0s2e4 )st udy
Crane Park Island is managed by London Wildlife
Thames. The management work on site is done by a
Crane Park Island volunteers, who meet every Wed
on a Sunday. Their activities include coppicing

t I JuB H
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Image of new gravel paths with wooden sleepers
Island, ready for the new shingle to be placed. One of installed at Crane Park Island

the metal plates can also be seen in the background

Image of new wooden sleepers installed at Crane Park

Image of the tree contractors working on the horse chestnut that
blocked the channels. Image thanks to Eleanor Lawrence.

5.12.Woodl arks & Waders case study (January 20

Woodl arks and Waders are a volunteer group that

Borough of Hillingdon. Their aim is to create be
scrub management, pond creation, rieeohkyofmohhec
few volunteer groups who work on the Eastern arn
an i mprovement in |itter along some of the areas
to be picked. Some of theinnrvolvemnt ddr yelaasve been
Woodl|l arks & Waders applied to the second round o
Fund to purchase new tools, including waders for
and refreshments to reward their workver®Bhefvol un
high quality with elastic straps to keep them se
working in the rivers.



They found the application p
that the communication from
complications the group enco
there was a |l ot of diligence
The volunteers were very dedi
bl ockage in the river as a r
It was |l ovely to see such as
Woodl arks & Waders also appl
purchase equipment for monit
bought bat detectors and a t
these surveys in the past, t
Additionally, they purchased
after contractor work takes
Yeading Brook. This also sup
ZSL6s water vole reintroduct
be shared with these organis
The issues that the group f a
equi pment increased after th
purchasing only Magenta 4 ba
5 detectors. They also found
n their newt surveys

to begi

cess easy and stra
e Crane Valley Par
tered eptadredsonc
n specifics.

at
en
of

wor k
fall
t eam

and
of a
tted

ated
ul t
o mmi

3
br
Y

(¢}

o t
A

i e e Community
dlife actiwv
neewt and ba
updated equi pment
camera trap to mo
aceeamdepi der t Par k
rts the Waterlife
n efforts, as any

i ons.

d t h
ing I
ch
a

r
r
e
I

0
0
t

a

ced with this round
ey had submitted t he
t detectomtsawhiaimdar
a camera trap on sa
and bat wal ks in Apr

Woodlarks and Waders volunteers cleared a pond of excesses algae using the new extendible rakes

(left). There were huge amounts of frog spawn in the pond, indicating a thriving ecosystem (right).

F r iveen dtsr aQwrsofuopr nieodr ntehde

5.13.Hampton Heath Friends
Hampt on Heath is the name ¢i
David Lloyds in Hampton. The
managed for many years and a
2021, a group of Il ocal resid
ti pping on the site, with wup
session Since then, the
wildlife haven.

case study (January

the Friends C
s designated
result gwasl nl i tte
came together t
16 people joinin
i sn

ven by
ar ea

s a
ent s
t o



Thanks to their efforts to manage the site, it i
including fungi, l'i zar ds, newt s, frogs, t oads, Fs
bee orchids, sheep sorrel and broonm.alTihset ,graonudp u
currently have records of 590 species found on t
Ri chmond ecology team and Gi GL (Greenspace infor
The Hampton Heath Friendsé activities include op
them of bramble to expose historic fly tipping &
public to walk through safely. Thevebhuwéeqadopted
mowing some areas and allowing others to grow wi
to encourage the growth of a diversity of wildf]
are attempting to replicateHea&tehspwhiels Wwaveosdce
connected to this green space. Over the | ast 2 vy
heat her, and dwarf gorse in the | ow acid grassl a
The group previously applied to the 2022/ 23 Cr ar
contractors to dig a seasonal pond near an exi st
support the amphibians that have been tslpeotted ir
Community Fund, the group has purchased tools to
Hampt on Heath. They wil/ al so use some of the fu
reclaimed wood from a recently fel ltelde ogrkowm. si t
Some of the new tools include rakes, litter and
saws, secateurs, a |l opper and a rotary scythe.
The transformation of the site thanks to the groc
very supportive of their work, providing them wi
cof fees at the end of their weekhl yosd@sivohsnt Elee
week, with a weekly newsletter that reaches 110

Friends of Hampton Heath. New tools bought with the Crane Valley Community Fund



Some of the paths cleared of brambles by Friends of The seasonal pond that was created with the 22/23 round of
Hampton Heath Crane Valley funding

Image of some heather planted on the heath, propagated
from Hounslow Heath plant

5.14.Heston Action Group case study (January 2

Heston Action Group was formed in 2018 by a grou
i mproving civic pride in their community. The gr
the Heston area, including environmemaial concernr
amenities. Through organising |itter picks, plan
such as Cleaner Greener Hounslow and Play Street
significant progress in creating augheeder, safe
Central to Heston Action Group is the Heston Con
which features vegetable patches, a wildlife pon
trees. A Hub was also created on thedsotéetro hos
community gatherings. Recently, the group compl e
Community Garden, known as the West London Tree

to schools, |l ocal parks, corpor atheeygraoiunp st oa nrda il sc



awareness on the importance of depaving and r ewi
Another main topic the group focus on is flood r
Systems (SuDS). They work with various loorwgani sat
Hi ghways on flood resilience and depaving initia
During a visit to the group, they were working w
residential road, to alleviate flooding in the a8
I n order to further educate the | ocal community

rewilding front gardens, Heston Action Group app
to engage young people in these topions f | Dloay ai n
resilience and SuDS at school assemblies, organi
and produclied mewpwslpeiter. These activities would
community and relatives to rarsetgubfioobdyresith
clean air. Additionally, they would |ike to run

mitigation for teenagers to produce research on

up areas of the Cranme azahichwenthi $ n toohe@degroup ho
partnership with LGOAL, FORCE and the National F

One of the key issues Heston Action Group is fac
schools on board. Whilst they have successfully
secondary schools are proving difimecalvtait abéihgagd
and strict curricula. As a result, the group has
school s, who have been more responsi ve. This cha
spend the full grant witHhicultalhrd ye xheec tpad nttii meaf rca
promotional materi al s.

b
T TR |

A it 4 8 S St

Planting a rain garden for flood resilience, with Thames 21 and Heston Action Group

5.15. Friends of Yeading Walk case study (Janua

The Friends of Yeading Wal k were established in

began weeding and planting in the park. Soon aft
enhance the space. The group aim to impeese Yead
and shrubs and adding new plants. -Betsmaél {heéeigee
park frequentltyhneceghvws® apmeade& t o vandal i sm. How

t F Auny



the groupébés efforts, the park has transformed in
ocal community.

The group received 3 Crane Valley Community gran
Grant20P 3

The first grant was used for the planting and ca
the park, following destruction from a severe st
area. Pl anting trees was a key &bjasctihee ef diradt e
no new trees planted in the park for over 40 yeas
showing damage, disease and ageing. They are al s
character of the park. Watevyeagtlkeagsg PUpPPo aammea
the trees was funded by the grant and three nati
bird cherry and a field maple (acer campestre).
start to the creation polfanthiengBaotn & hBee ef aPratscihd e woi
to provide nectar for night flying moths and oth
further supported the planting of this area in t
well and t heomtliamue d gt dhamatcure and extend, creat
previously heavily shaded area, which was avoi de
The Friends of Yeading Wal k shared that AWe al wa
Wal ké because of the overhanging cherry 1l aurel
nogeShadwl k, but now there will betbBemtubugetreht

is welcome. 0

iThe Bat & Bee Bed has brightened up an area whi
the deep shade, now there is plenty of colour ar
make a point of coming this way when wal king our

New trees along the ‘Shady Walk’, Yeading Walk

Grant202 4

The second Crane Valley grant was wused to purcha
Initially, the Friends of Yeading Walk used the
This was inconvenient and resulted idhlkeegvanwear
enabled the group to have safe, appropriate, and
for projects, as well as to afford some | arger s
wheel barrows and good | ocks. Theaebgtbepykeper pae
open and clear of unwanted undergrowth safely an

t o Jpn g



Th
st

pr

Wi

nual clippers-cwhmisami wags j@bti Méhhe wheel barrows
r heavy green waste bags to be moved safely an
re effective and professional volunteer group.
e tools were initially stored in volunteersd h
orage container so the group now has a secur el
operly organised and equipped. @Thisuhas!l het pes
thout home tool s.

me quotes from volunteers include: AFinally! ¢

ass

of essi

around ¢t he
on

dimyspaarefiresam home is totally blunt. o

trees onhenyd konlteeeasr svd tadhnda fpTah s &

~

Storage container provided by Harrow Council where
Friends of Yeading Walk tools are stored.

Grant20214

The most recent Crane Valley grant awarded to th
mar keting plan, to fund effective ways to public
member ship. This requires raising awar eanestso wi t h
the sustainability of the groupb6s programme for
Currently, their small volunteering team of 8 pl
l'imits the groupsdé ambitions. Attracting a varie
interests is intended to create oa twiedeprarvko, | uhnetl epe
attract new Committee members, and provide enjoy
to help.

t

Jud n



Yeadi n
or spo
must c
resi de
Most o
whi ch
The gr
vol unt
notice
future
with t
activi
ti me

The gr
and pr
doctor
pur cha
The ai
group
vol unt
season

Feedback

g Wal kés smal |l and |linear shape does not |
rting activities, which could create recru
apitalise on its strengt hdso:g iwtad sk ear sc, o novl ednei

nts and famil:.
f the groups©o
is often diff

es with young children. The
volunteers are retirees so t
c

icuandsdsuef tohwesr&gaendahagei |y

oup has therefore designed a banner and cr
eering opportunities which wil!/ be displ ay
boar ds They will also survey pagruki dueser s 6
ef forts. VAddinttieeemad Inlgy ,P asodecomiéfeilSca s e s s g 8 S

he theme of O6What a difference an hour mak
ties so that volunteers idan ngak e oa muamt rlieb
Photos of volunteer activities wil.l be f ea
ant funded A3 printing and an A3 | aminator
inting costs for banners and flyers, which
s6 offices, places of war ctiap rand alvec all sou
sed to set up an information base in the ¢
m of this marketing plan is to get additio
transi t-upé HFmrioends 6grnn@aupg to an established
eering organisation. I't woul d heellipdasy st ai n
and foster a sense of community invol veme

WELCOME TO YEADING WALK

WIS The Friends of Yeading Walk help to maintain this park

"

Contact: foywgroup@gmail.com Website: www.friendsofyeadingwalk.co.uk

g _%

Tables and chairs purchased for the set-up of an information base during activities to talk to passersby

The Fr
| at e i
ti me t

on the Crane Valley Community Fund appl
iends of Yeading Walk found the timing of
n the year and funding had to be spent by
o try to attract peopl e tdo weotl unetaetenreri.n At h



| aunch would have helped to spread the funding a
would have enabled the group to make progress du
The group also found that in earlier years there
were successful and receiving the funding. This
in the year.
Anot her suggestion is to provide an application
upl oaded. This would be helpful for the applican
can all ocate comments more effecti vceodnyp!| eTthee |Fartiee
was not an ideal function

5.16.Sunshine of Hounsl ow and Ealing
Sunshine of Hounslow and Ealing ClICBwad | faoamded
her husband 13 years ago, in 2012. The Community
i mproving the |ives of individuals who are isol a
di sabilities. It does this by pwviotviias ,ngi mpeloypdien ¢
growing, and other outdoor events that foster so
we-bkeing Sharnjeet and the volunteers also grow
bound so they are able tethdtesfntde,oufgheosuh fthei t
addition, the CIC offers indoor activities such
sessions. Sunshine of Hounslow and Ealing CIlCb6s
supportive environment titornadatndr e/,i dward rse dto wintgha ga
enhance their physical and ment al healt h.
The site which is now home to Sunshine of Houns|I
had been disused since WWII and was covered in b

Lottery Fund, Tesco bags for hel p-alaoamdghtwiéie Crane
dedicatedhet esame now has two areas wiotih edqgl @ur fu

polytunnel, and a new greenhouse.

The CIC hosts a | ot of corporate groups for volu
and upkeep of the site, from planting vegetabl es
is often given out for free to thbBaVvVecahetommwni
raised beds which they tend to. There are al so a
Currently, they are growing a | ot of garlic and

| arge variety of fruit and vegetables including

cabbage, and much more Sunshine loé6t Hounsé ®eadvs afnd
the harvests to save on costs and to build up a

The ClI Cbébs | atest grant from the Crane Valley Con
weekly growing sessions for schools who cater fo
l ow incomes. The sessions include wtimaiemi Mfgoan f o
growing, and how to maintain an allotment. The ¢
|l earn new |ifelong skills, reduce food waste, an
engaging with nature, soci alailgihryg ewittimgothladrn g .,s. 8
charity has hosted 2 school visits with Woodbrid
since 23rd November The issue with the funding

engage with the site duoibeg tbeFebrdarymohthshef
summer ti me however, |l arge numbers of the | ocal

participate. The CIC hopes to grow visitor numbe

t I Ju® H



have al so been some issues with the school 6s

has meant t hat some sessions had to be cancel

Left: Sophia (Habitats & Heritage) and Sharnjeet (Sunshine of Hounslow & Ealing CIC)
sitting on one of the new raised beds funded by the Crane Valley Community Fund
Right: Sunshine of Hounslow and Ealing CIC’s raised beds in the community garden

r
I

i S
ed

5.17.Friends of the River Cr aineF ebrrwiarroyn n2e0n2ts)( F

FORCE i skmoweldstabli shed charity, formed in 200
Craneds environment for both wildlife and visitoa
Val l ey, spanning the boroughs of Hounsl ow and Ri
I n the | atest round of the Crane Valley Communit
grant to install three new kingfisher banks al or
new banks will replace old ones, buotverini @803 a
and are no | onger functional. These original ban
which over time has warped and become unsuitable
bank will be placed at an intewmedWhi kel bhat desi
the new banks remains the same as the previous v
replaced with recycled plastic wood sheeting. Th
greater durability.

The concept of the kingfisher banks at Crane Par
years ago. |l an explained that a | ocal bird ringe
Crane Park and would share his birddeastpa twi tthheFC
abundance of food in the area, the kingfishers t
were not nesting there. He realised that thi W 8
unsuitable for nesting, as tdlogy ,wama b aicrkge de rsad d
height. Therefore, lan installed kingfisher nest
successful hatching of kingfishers in the area.
the nest banks, sumh pamnmedy additrhgg wdadkes and top
prevent predators from accessing the nests. anoé
Crane Park as well, with invitations to instal/l
than 30 kingfei shhercepaifud I[yamested in his banks.
been praised by Sir David Attenborough, who appl
I sl and.

t I Jpud o



The Community Fund paid for the plastic wood she
construction of the bank, including wooden fr ame
u
S

two days to |l ead vol Nt eer sessioshertbahk| pwiwi th
can be a long proces

Vol unteers, including Sophia from Habitats & Her
around the island where the kingfisher bank woul
assembling the kingfisher bank, which lsvolves
together to form a box. The front of the panel [
and, to prevent predators from entering, chicken
the box. The structure is fimped Wwowh fhembgpitoc
stable nesting environment. The installation tooc
all owing for easier access and ensuring the rive
banks need to be befbrftothey taen2bgeassd by King
soil settles and does not coll apse under the wei

their nests.

Left: lan from FORCE and other TCV volunteers installing the front panel of the kingfisher bank
Middle: Sophia (Habitats & Heritage) and other TCV volunteers/staff collecting mud for the kingfisher bank
Right: Image of the kingfisher bank installed, before it is filled with soil collected

5.18. Harrow RivgrdanGraommuwp Feb 2025)

The Harrow Rivers Trust is a newly formed group
areas around Hillingdon and Hounsl ow where there
Their primary focus 1is n the Brenty WYeandiodng Br o

0
i mproving data sharing between these three river
initiatives are isolated, and the group seeks to
interconnected approach to monitoring and conser
Harrow Rivers Trust is part of the Harrow Herit a
such as Clean up the River Brent (CURB), Citizen
(ZsL), Harrow Nature Conservation Fmotrluywy, dand Car
mont hly riverfly monitoring across these areas Vv
e two key volunteers, Angelique and Al
a

heal th. Th

this initiative and are hopi nDgurtiongg eat rmeocreen tv orliuvn
monitoring session | attendea,casedadad @dins ewazs ts
which had not been found in that stretch of rive
the importance of contachRiuogsemohiogociahgchanges.



To further their monitoring rk, the group is u
purchase 10 water quality t ing box build part
where water pollution is high or nwhler é@riitdgfelsu otr u
culverted sectionspowet bd waver.te€&bheiagl &arts wil
for over a year, providing continuous data to in
example, the group has fftoemdspihlae owdilug itome | mwre
people come home from wor k.

Harrow Rivers Trust is working with John Griffor
boards for the water tebtihg dievcueoies bhedydosn caod
communicati on, ensuring that datdess L1 0OarsMKB8t eo
boards; 10x TDS probes; 10x temperature probes ;
cards ; 10x batteries; 10x plastic boxes; 10x an
The group made their application through the Har
been very hel pful in supporting them to establis
i ssues with the application processogmaltihmea gtho t h

arrive.

Ke

Riverfly monitoring with Harrow Rivers Trust

15Feb 26l26ttended part of -rd vseeas siacsrmr itvee bmoinlid oirn
The device measures temperature andbaoeductivity
dat abase. The measures are used to estimate Tot
wateal Quy monitoring. The big step forward is t
monitor without anyone present so that continuou
in use on the Brent and wiltobk bnoHghtownt oThese
was run by Clean Up The River Brent (CURB) and f

t | Jue p
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Harrow Rivers Group

Lé6é6rFRdbnuary 2025)

(CSL) is a Community 1 nte
& crafts, and well being
ber of partners, such as
on and Hounsl ow Council.
Cranford and Hest on, CSL
dents. A key question tha
0, to ensure that activit

n
art
a nu

Lon

|
res
(0]

Crane Valley Community Fund wa
| ocal community, involving a c¢
of a previous d Gxtow rfboan tchree eFn
Participants of the previous g
wor kshops. I n particular, they
in food grnogwiFugw.d Ad sao rfesudletd, |

t ed

by Cultivate London.

Crafto ude:

LG

workshops incl
coll aboration with
ocal green spaces
which will be put
people to either take

up i |
home \

with colourful paint and
ng the companyds creative f ot
wor kshop for children to make



